Faith vs Works 


“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God: 


Not of works, lest any man should boast.” 
(Ephesians 2:8-9) 
“Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.” 
(James 2:24) 


Are these two verses contradicting each other? Maybe to those that 
choose to wrestle the scriptures...but to those that rightly divide the word of 


truth, these two verses are in complete harmony with each other. 


It is first important to address the fact that the epistle called 
Ephesians (as with all other epistles), is a letter that is written to Christians 
(Ephesians 1:1); and Christians are those who have obeyed the gospel of 
Jesus Christ (Acts 3:38) and walk in his ways. With that in mind, we can 


now read Ephesians 2:8-9 with a better understanding. 


As Christians, we were saved by the grace of God, who commendeth 
his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us 
(Romans 5:8). Thus Christ, through his death, reconciled us to God (Romans 
5:2.), and through his resurrection, abolished death and brought life and 
immortality to light through the gospel (2 Timothy 1:10): in which if we 
obey, we can have remission of sins that are past and receive of his Spirit 
(Acts 2:38): that that Spirit which raised up Jesus from the dead, if it dwell 
in us, Should also quicken our mortal bodies (Romans 8:11). Therefore, the 
gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that 
believeth (Romans 1:16): but yet that believe that we as Christians had to 
obey the gospel of Christ (because we had faith in his blood and that it had 


the power to remit our sins that are past) was not of us, but was given to us 
by God...it is the gift of God. Moreover, that gift that God gave to us (which 
is our faith) was not of works...it was not because we did any righteous acts 
that God gave us faith...it was not because of any thing we did that we 
deserved it; for all our righteousness are as filthy rags before him (Isaiah 


64:6), and so there is nothing for us to boast about. 
Let us remember the words of Jesus: 


“All things are delivered unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the 
Son, but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, save the Son, and 


he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.” 
(Matthew 11:27) 


“No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: 


and I will raise him up at the last day.” 
(John 6:43-44) 


While the faith we have we received is from God, and that not due to 
our works, it does not mean faith and works are in opposition to each other. 


It is not truly a matter of faith vs works, but rather of faith and works. 


How do we show that we have faith? Is it only by our words? Or is it 
also by our actions? Let us look at Abraham. Indeed, by faith, Abraham, 
when he was tried, offered up Isaac: accounting that God was able to raise 
him up, even from the dead (Hebrews 11:17-19). But Abraham showed his 
faith by his works: by offering Isaac his son upon the altar; and thus, his 
faith-that Isaac would be raised from the dead, wrought with his works— 
offering Isaac upon the altar, and by works, his faith was made perfect 
(James 2:21-22). By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a 
place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went 
out, not knowing whither he went (Hebrews 11:8). But seest thou how 


Abraham showed his faith by his works: by obeying and leaving his country 


and his kindred and his father’s house. What of the children of Israel? By 
faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians 
assaying to do were drowned (Hebrews 11:9). They showed their faith by 
their works: by crossing the Red sea. By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, 
after they were compassed about seven days (Hebrews 11:30). Here too, we 
see how their faith—that the walls of Jericho would fall down, wrought with 
their works—compassing the walls of Jericho seven days, and their faith was 
made perfect. There is also the harlot Rahab, who by faith perished not with 
them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace 
(Hebrews 11:31). Here we see that Rahab showed her faith by her works: 
by receiving the messengers and sending them out another way (James 
2:25). 


There are many more examples throughout scripture where we can 
see that faith and works complement each other. It as brother James wrote: 
“faith without works is dead” (James 2:26). We show our faith by our works; 
for without works, how can we show we have faith? Did we, while yet being 
sinners, not show our faith in the blood of Christ—that it hath power to remit 
sins that are past, and in the resurrection by being baptized in his name and 
receiving of his Spirit? Do we not show our faith in the word of God—that it 
is truth and is inspired by God by reading it and obeying it? Thus, it is by 
both faith and works that a man is justified (James 2:24). 


Rememberest that faith toward God is one of the principles of Christ 
(Romans 1:6)? Faith in God is what many in the world have today...but faith 
toward God is something that few carry out. What is the difference? Brother 
James summed it perfectly: “Thou believest there is one God; thou doest 
well: the devils also believe, and tremble” (James 2:19). This is what many 
have, faith in God—that he exists, that he is God, that he sent his son Jesus 
Christ to die for sinners, etc. However, that is not enough...and it does not 


make anyone a Christain...for even the devils believe in God. However, there 


are those, who as Jesus described in the parable of the sower, who in an 
honest and good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit 
with patience (Luke 8:15). Those that keep his words and obey him are 
those that not only have faith in God but faith toward God: for their faith is 


manifested, or proven, by works of sacrifice and obedience. 


Verily, obedience is truly what the Lord desires, and obedience is 
works done in faith. Who is justified before the Lord but he that obeys his 


voice; For it is written: 


“...Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in 
obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and 


to hearken than the fat of rams. 


For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and 


idolatry...” 
(1 Samuel 15:22-23) 


Whose voice will ye harken to? Saul harkened to the voice of the 
people, and rejected the word of God, and there are many who make the 
same mistake: hearkening to the words of theologians and so-called men of 
God who twist and pervert the word of God, instead of hearkening to the 
words of God. In the Old Testament, we see that those who did not hearken 
to God’s words perished (Joshua 5:6, 1 Kings 20:36, Jeremiah 9:13-16). 
Jesus Christ changeth not (Malachi 3:6); and he hath commanded all the 
nations of the world, through his apostles, to repent and be baptized in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:38). And he will come in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not his gospel (2 
Thessalonians 1:8). If you wish not to perish, hearken unto the words of God 
and obey the gospel of his Son Jesus Christ—for it is the power of God unto 


salvation to everyone that believeth (Romans 1:16). 


